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MINUTES 

February 3, 2015 

MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

The Monroe County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on February 

3, 2015 at 6:00 pm with the following present:  Chairman Mike Bilderback, District 1 

Commissioner Larry Evans, District 3 Commissioner John Ambrose, District 4 

Commissioner Jarod Lovett, County Attorney Mike Dillon, County Attorney Ben 

Vaughn, and County Clerk/Administrator Anita Cauthen. 

 

Resolution in Honor of Deputy Michael Norris 

 The Board reviewed the Resolution Designating Highway 341 in Monroe County 

Georgia as the “Michael Andrew Norris Memorial Highway”.  Commissioner Evans 

motioned to approve the Resolution and submit it to the State Legislature for approval.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 4-0. 

 

Bar None Road 

 Commissioner Lovett explained that there was a lot of confusion concerning the 

ownership of Bar None Road.  He opened the floor to the residents who wished to speak 

about the road and the potential for the County to pave the road.  Candy Mountain, Ken 

Schwartz, Robert Hooks, Teresa Hooks and Patricia Mountain all spoke against the 

paving of Bar None Road.  Tracy Head spoke in favor of paving Bar None Road.  All 

agreed that the road has been county maintained for many years.  Commissioner Lovett 

stated the County would continue with the survey and regroup once completed. 

 

Dog Park 

 Ms. Cheryl McClendon approached the Board with a request to support a Dog 

Park in Monroe County to be located at the Ensign Road Park.  She feels it will be a 

popular place with dog owners and spoke of the park that she frequents located in Bibb 

County.  Commissioner Evans explained the Ensign Road park is intended for sports but 

perhaps another location could be found.  The Board thanked her for her suggestions. 
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Hazard Mitigation Grant 

 Emergency Management Director Matt Perry announced a grant award $16,000 to 

update the Monroe County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Commissioner Lovett approved the 

acceptance of the grant which included $12,000 federal, $1600 state and $2400 local 

share.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 4-0. 

 Commissioner Lovett motioned to approve submitting a Technical Assistance 

request to the Middle Georgia Regional Commission for assistance in writing the update.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 4-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

 Commissioner Lovett motioned to waive the reading of the Minutes of December 

31, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 4-0. 

 Commissioner Lovett motioned to approve the Minutes of December 31, 2014, 

seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 4-0.  

 Commissioner Ambrose motioned to waive the reading of the Minutes of January 

20, 2015, seconded by Chairman Bilderback and approved 4-0. 

 Commissioner Ambrose motioned to approve the Minutes of January 20, 2015, 

seconded by Commissioner Evans and approved 4-0.  

 

Accounts Payable Checks 

 Commissioner Evans motioned to approve AP checks #53447-53589 in the 

amount of $1,122,520.45, seconded by Commissioner Lovett and approved 4-0. 

 

Requests for Proposals for Probate and Juvenile Attorneys 

 Commissioner Ambrose motioned to approve Curtis Jenkins as the Probate Public 

Defender and to rebid for Probate Court Solicitor as no one had submitted a proposal 

before the deadline.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 4-0. 

 Commissioner Ambrose motioned to approve Natalie Sundeen as the conflict 

attorney for Juvenile Court for 6 months contingent on her submittal of liability 

insurance.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Lovett and approved 4-0. 
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Planning and Zoning Board 

 Commissioner Ambrose suggested the Board appoint a person to the District 2 

Planning and Zoning Board seat in absence of Commissioner Ham.  Commissioner Evans 

explained the Board was set up so that each Commissioner chose a person from their own 

district.  Commissioner Ambrose motioned to appoint someone to the Board at the next 

meeting if Commissioner Ham is not prepared to appoint someone and if it is legal to do 

so.  Motion was seconded by Chairman Bilderback and approved 4-0. 

 

Other Discussion 

 Commissioner Evans announced the Workforce Development Center located in 

the Hubbard Teachers Cottage was having a hiring session from 9-3 on Wednesday the 

4th.  Several local companies will be in attendance. 

 Commissioner Ambrose announced that he was approached by a property owner 

in Juliette who wanted to donate a vacant lot located beside the Juliette Fire Station to the 

County.  All agreed the County would exchange the cost of the deed work for the donated 

property. 

 Commissioner Evans motioned to appoint Otis Ingram to replace the vacancy left 

by Tommy Campbell on the Development Authority.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Ambrose and appointed 4-0. 

 Commissioner Ambrose motioned to direct the County Attorney’s to draft a 

resolution changing the number of Development Authority members from 7 to 9.  Motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Evans and approved 4-0. 

 Commissioner Ambrose stated that he had received disturbing calls concerning 

the administration of the Monroe County Hospital.   

 By general consensus, the Board agreed to not supply a Bartender for events at 

the Conference Center but will allow alcohol on the premises.  Chairman Bilderback 

asked if there was an interest in hiring a marketing firm. 

 Chairman Bilderback asked was there was an interest in establishing a Travel 

Policy.  By general consensus, the Board agreed to review a draft policy. 

 Chairman Bilderback stated that he had been contacted by Lt. Brad Freeman of 

the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office with a request to purchase radar guns.  
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Commissioner Evans reminded the Chairman of the agreement to not buy unbudgeted 

items.  Commissioner Lovett requested that more information be brought to the Board if 

a decision needs to be made.  Chairman Bilderback asked if the Board agreed for him to 

sign the Radar List required by the State.  By general consensus, it was agreed to have the 

list presented at the next meeting. 

 Mr. Crusand, of Lakeshore Drive, approached the Board with questions 

concerning the Strickland Loop Landfill and the Recycling Centers.  Commissioner 

Lovett responded that it was time to either construct new cells or take alternative 

measures. 

 

Executive Session 

 At 7:55 pm, Commissioner Evans motioned to enter into executive session for 

land acquisition, seconded by Commissioner Lovett and approved 4-0.  Joining the Board 

were Joel Vinson and County Attorney Ben Vaughn. 

 The Board reconvened in regular session at 8:36 pm, on motion by Commissioner 

Evans, seconded by Chairman Bilderback and approved 4-0. 

 

At 8:36 pm, the board adjourned on motion by Commissioner Evans, seconded by 

Chairman Bilderback and approved 4-0. 

  

  

 

 


