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MINUTES
March 3, 2015
MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The Monroe County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on March 3,
2015 at 6:00 pm with the following present: Chairman Mike Bilderback, Vice Chairman
Jim Ham, District 1 Commissioner Larry Evans, District 3 Commissioner John Ambrose,
District 4 Commissioner Jarod Lovett, County Attorney Ben Vaughn, and County
Clerk/Administrator Anita Cauthen.

Public Hearing: Variance in Agriculture, Rooks, 211 Joe Chambers Road

Map 65 Parcel 44B

The Board opened the Public Hearing on motion by Commissioner Evans,
seconded by Commissioner Lovett and approved 5-0.

Mr. Rooks spoke in favor of the request. He would like to build a second home
on his parents property that is 1.19 acres. He explained his parents are elderly and he
feels he should be close but not in the same dwelling. He would also plant a line of
cypress trees to help provide a buffer for the neighbors.

Ms. Tonya Bittick of 195 Joe Chambers Road spoke against the request. She
feels the second home will be too close to her property and Mr. Rooks had a history of
using her property to access the rear of his parents’ property.

The board closed the hearing on motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by
Commissioner Evans and approved 5-0.

Commissioner Ambrose motioned to deny the variance application on
recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Board, seconded by Commissioner Lovett
for discussion. Commissioner Ham confirmed with the Clerk if Mr. Rooks converted an
existing barn or garage on the property that he would not be required to apply for a
variance. Mr. Rooks withdrew his application. Commissioner Ambrose withdrew his
motion. Commissioner Ham motioned to refund the application fee to Mr. Rooks minus
the costs of the advertisements and postage. Motion was seconded by Commissioner

Lovett and approved 5-0.
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Public Hearing: Variance in Agriculture, Coyote Creek Farms, 2454 Hwy 83 North

Map 63 Parcel 1

The Board opened the public hearing on motion by Commissioner Lovett,
seconded by Commissioner Evans and approved 5-0.

Mark Vanderhoek spoke on behalf of the application. He explained the organic
egg farm had a different set up than a traditional chicken farm and asked for variances to
the set back restrictions. He also stated that this farm would employ up to 20 people to
start and would expand. Several neighbors had questions but no one spoke against the
request.

The Board closed the public hearing on motion by Commissioner Evans,
seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 5-0.

Commissioner Evans motioned to allow the following variances: reduction of the
tree buffer from 100’ to 50°, reduction in the minimum location from the property line to
the chicken houses from 200’ to 150°, and a reduction in the minimum location of the
chicken houses from the nearest residence from 1000’ to 500 with the restriction that this
facility not be converted to a traditional poultry production facility. He also stated that if
odor proves to be problematic, the Board will revisit the issue in a year. Motion was
seconded by Chairman Bilderback and approved 5-0.

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Lovett motioned to waive the reading of the Minutes of February
17, 2015, seconded by Commissioner Ambrose and approved 5-0.
Commissioner Ambrose motioned to approve the Minutes of February 17, 2015,

seconded by Chairman Bilderback and approved 5-0.
Information Technologies Contract

Commissioner Ham motioned to approve the IT contract with UniVirtual

Solutions for 1 year. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Evans and approved 5-0.
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Sheriff’s Office
Lieutenant Brad Freeman requested the Board approve the purchase from
Contingency two handheld laser speed detectors to replace two of the older models in
use. Commissioner Ham motioned to approve the request, seconded by Commissioner
Ambrose and approved 5-0.
Solid Waste
Dana Renaud, Solid Waste Director and Jeff Corley, Road Department Shop
Manager, explained to the Board the repairs needed to the 2001 Freightliner Roll Off
Truck in the estimated amount of $14,390.44. The Board discussed the possibility of
purchasing a new truck and requested Ms. Renaud to gather prices. Commissioner
Lovett motioned to approve the repairs up to $16,000 with funds to come from
contingency and the work be warrantied for 90 days. Motion was seconded by

Commissioner Ham and approved 5-0.

Volunteer Fire Fighters

The Board reviewed a request from a former volunteer, James Weeks, to be
allowed to volunteer again. The Board confirmed that EMS Chief Donnie Mercer has the
authority to choose volunteers.

Recreation

The Board reviewed a request and quotes from Keith Edge, Recreation Director to
purchase a Utility Vehicle and a Golf Cart from Recreation SPLOST. Commissioner
Ham motioned to approve the purchase of a Gator TX from John Deere in the amount of

$7,119.42. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Lovett and approved 5-0.

Accounts Payable Checks
Commissioner Lovett motioned to approve AP checks #53102-53832 in the
amount of $1,240,472.44, seconded by Chairman Bilderback and approved 4-1 with

Commissioner Ham opposed.
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Other Business

Commissioner Ham motioned to allow the Boy Scouts to camp at Ensign Park
during a fundraiser weekend in April. Motion was seconded by Chairman Bilderback
and approved 5-0.

Commissioner Lovett motioned to appoint Tom Freeman to the Tax Assessors
Board to fill the vacancy left by Leila Stone, seconded by Commissioner Ham and
approved 5-0.

Commissioner Ham motioned to approve the addition of $20,000 from
contingency to the personnel line item in the Tax Assessors office. Motion was seconded
by Commissioner Lovett and approved 5-0.

Commissioner Ham appointed Chuck Benson to the Planning and Zoning Board.

The Clerk/Administrator informed the Board the cost to bid the Landfill options is
$30,000.

The Board discussed the fines given to truck drivers who use county roads to
avoid the weigh stations and also discussed the Logging Ordinance. County Attorney
Ben Vaughn is to research both.

The Board discussed the merits and the concerns of supplying county water to
private roads.

Keith Scott, a resident of Monroe County, approached the Board with a complaint
against a Fire Support VVolunteer. Chief Mercer informed the Board that he will deal with
it.

At 8:10 pm, the board adjourned on motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by

Chairman Bilderback and approved 5-0.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Anita Cauthen, County Clerk/Administrator
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